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10 PROFESSORS OF PERFECT LOVE. 


BY T. PECK, D. Ds 


‘THE FRUITS OF ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION MUST VINDICATE THE PROFESSION. 


Suct amazing grace cannot be hid in the biart. A light SO 
pure, and bright and constantly increasing, will shine out to the 
view of men. A tree so good will bear good fruit. 


The spirit which characterizes the man wholly sanctified, is a 


clear and steady vindication of his profession. It is the spirit of 


love — of perfect love. There is a marked difference between > 


the love which is the fruit of partial, and that which is the result 


of entire sanctification — love which may co-exist or alternate 


with fear, and “* perfect love which casteth out fear.”’ It is much 


weaker, and hence more easily overcome. Itis indeed warm, and 


fresh, and glowing, when the soul is first converted; and would 
seem to be able to contend with men and devils. But the time of 
its trial comes on. It has a rival within. Love of self (I use 
the term in a bad sense) is only conquered, not destroyed. And 
this springs up with its strong importunate demands, in a thousand 
forms. It seeks, and, to the grief of the Spirit, not unfrequently 


gains, the ascendency. Love to God resists it, struggles against — 


it, and, by the help of grace, pats it down. Otherwise condem- 
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> 


natict would arise. But the contest reveals the fecbleness of the 
| power. 


God knows how fearful, and often doubtful, is the strife. 
How the soil’s affections are held in equipoise, hardly knowing 


which way>the scale will turn. The vibration is alarming, as self 


on the one hand, enlarges and increases in our esteem, as we gaze 
upon it, see its beauties, and feel its cravings, and gradually, 


almost imperceptibly, add the weight of consent to its demands” 


—and our Saviour, on the other, by the charms of his character, 


the pleadings of his tears and blood, appeals to the heart he has- 
claimed, and received, and renewed, for its undivided love. Who 
has not felt this vibration? Who hagnot been conscious of this | 


rivalry within him? and the world with its wealth, its honors, its 


pleasures, has come in with its claims, its demands to be loved 
even in comparison with God, and in opposition to him, and has 


found its response in the soul not sanctified wholly, conspiring w ith 
remaining love of self, to rival and overpower the Christian love 
which has been kindled within. It must battle moreover with the 
fears of the heart. The way is new, and apparently adventurous. 
What wonder that the unpractised Christian should fear a false 
step, and tremble lest a fall from this giddy height, should dash 


him to ruins. And the foes he must meet —alas! they are not 
unknown to him. Until a few days since, they were his intimate. 


friends! The world, the flesh, and the devil — he hailed them 


brothers, until God opened his eyes; and he may well fear the 


power of their fascinating friendship. It 1s natural that his heart 
should flutter at the prospect of meeting them face to face, under 
solemn orders and covenant to renounce them, and abandon them 


forever, despite their tantalizing smiles, and menacing frowns. 


And much more certainly will the spirit sink with fear for the 


conflict, after it has tried the power of their combined malevolence | 


and skill, and perhaps been, left again and again bleeding and 
dying from its.wounds in the strife. This is the revelation of its 
feebleness. -And it-must needs be further tried by ‘“ the lusts of 
the eye, the pride of life, and the lusts of other things.’ A 
fearful array of antagonist feelings will arise from within, to 
oppose, mingle with, and if possible overwhelm it. And the 
weakness and foibles of men will try it. The wickedness, the 
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7 


meanness, and the opposition of men will provoke it. Untoward 


circumstances will expose it to defeat, and even utter overthrow, 


while yet its habits are unsettled and its power is undeveloped. 


Let now this unholy love of the creature, self, and the world, 
be utterly eradicated ; let the cleansing power-of the Holy Ghost 


remove all inward vileness, all resistance to D \ine love, all fear. 
Let the consecrated soul in its intellections, its passions, and its 


will become once more a unit. Let love —*“ perfect love”? — 


dissolve, pervade, and control the whole man, and wield every 
power of body and mind, in contest with the two. remaining foes, 
the devil and the world, now straining every nerve with tenfold - 
energy, and you shall see what we mean by the Spirit which 
vindicates the profession of holiness. We have now before us a 


realization of that matured, consolidated, and well developed 
power of the Christian religion, expressed in Heaven’s holy law, 


“ thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 


thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength ; and 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” And this is the Spirit 


which is revealed in the life. | 
~ Tfow truthful it is in its representations of God’s moral law. It 


proposes no amendment to that stringent code, which exacts every 
thought and feeling, every word and action, for the glory of God. 
It would abate nothing of these high demands, nor vary in the 


‘slightest degree, the will of Jehovah. With this will it harmonizes 


sweetly and perfectly, though it reveals crosses, and perils, and 
sufferings, more terrible than ever seen before. The spirit 


breathed in the sanctified state says, * it is the Lord, let him do 


as seemeth him good.” Under this rule, how firm aud uncompro- 


mising is the soul, however constitutionally timid and shrinking, in 
mecting its foes, and condemning sin, in whatever form it appears, 


whether in “ high places” or low. It is the spirit of moral hero- 


ism, which trembles at nothing but the frown of God, and turns 
aside for no foe, however terrific in countenance, or formidable in 
power. 

But at the same time what meekness, what humility, what 
tenderness, it reveals. How conscious ef the utter weakness of 
all human power, how utterly dependent upon the might of God, 


af 
Ps 


< 


7 
M 2 
' 
‘uy 
4 4 
Va 
A 
4 , 
4 
ff 7 
} 
Du 
‘ 4 
> 
‘ 
4 
aly 
‘Pte’, 
j at, 
t? 
af 
7 
a 
>? 
i 
rg 
hy 
Pigs 
1 
J 
at 
t 
é 
Rt 
a 
‘ 
‘hus 
. 
> 
by 
. 
if 
- ae 
> 
H af 
4 
J 
| 


|_| 
| | 
| 
¥ 
2k 
| 
> 
; 
| 
| $y 
Neal 
a? 


bd 
= 


evil, and paralyze an enemy by the power of love. A spirit so 
| sweet, so invariably pure, is the noblest similitude of God on 


fellow man of his equitable rights. He is not thereby slack in his 


nothing which could compromise it, without firm remonstrance and 
vindication. But his sense of justice passes over to the account | 


highest hopes that ever glowed in the bosom of a mortal, and 
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how solely confiding in the blood of Christ, and the cleansing, 


vitalizing energy of the Holy Spirit. No loftiness in bearing, no 
self-conceit in countenance, no boasting of its own purity or 
achievements, no severe denunciations of the less experienced 


children of God, nothing harsh or censorious in word or temper. — 
Kind, and gentle, and forgiving to all, compassionate even to the | 


vile and the ungrateful ; seeking all occasions to return good for 


earth. Jt is God living, and breathing, and acting in the soul of 
man, and through these organs of clay. 

And this spirit carries itself into all the social relations and 
business of life. He who is thus the embodiment of love is not, 
it is true, the less alive to a sense of justice, is no better prepared _ 
to give his tacit sanction to the attempts of iniquity to defraud a 


estimate of business laws, .or quiescent amid the arch deceptions 
of a grasping world. THis stern love of the right, will allow of 


of his fellow, as well as of himself. No longer anxious to get the 
advantage in trade, he is as sincerely interested for the rights of the 
one party as the other — and then so transparent in his words, his 
looks, his actions, that he disarms suspicion, and vindicates confi- 
dence. When he meets his friends in social life, he reveals 
nothing of the ascetic, or the bigot, or the mere enthusiast. He 
is simply, there and on all occasions, a Christian — a man of God. 


The deep repose of his countenance, shows him proof alike against | 


the sullen gloom of monasticism, and the tr ifling levity of the man 
of pleasure. Cheerfal in the enjoyment of the purest bliss and 


solemnly earnest, in the accomplishment of the loftiest mission | 
that ever commanded the heart, or nerved the energies of mind, 
he diffuses everywhere joy to the good, and terror to the bad; and 
all this by the spirit which God has given him. | 

His is the work of benevolence, in all its condjtions. No form 
of humanity so low that he despises the priceless germ which it 
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~ encloses. No tkbor of love SO humble, 30 offensive to a creatute < 


of sense, so exacting upon the sensibilities of the heart, or the 
muscles or nerves of the body, or the means in his hands, as that 
he shrinks from its performance, or becomes weary of its biedens. 

An angel of mercy, by the couch of the sick and the dying, in the 
abode of poverty and helpless wretchedness, and the very hand. of 


the church in its deep-reachings after low, degraded, but immortal 
man. 


In the prayer meeting in the class meeting, in the conference - 


room, the sweetness of his spirit, the dissolving power of his love 
| ‘8. the life and soul of the whole. Ilard eats melt under his 
prayers, the feeble wax strong under his exhortations, darkness 
flees before the burning glories of the cross, seen and felt in 
the spirit of the consecrated one. O, what loveliness and power | 
it reveals! but we can say no more. Whoeter papers this spirit 
may safely profess to be perrert 9 an love. | 


AL. 


LETTERS 9 A FRIEND. 


| NUMBER ONE. 
My Dear C 
I received your letter last night, and hasten to reply. I felt 
erieved by the intelligence it contained, for 1 had hoped that it 
would convey the glad tidings of your redemption from ‘all 
iniquity. Aided by the influence of the Holy Spirit, you said in 
_ your heart, upon the perusal of my letter, “I will be the Lord’s, 
and wholly his, at the loss of all things else.” Satan, who is ever_ 
on the alert, ready to dispute every inch of ground contended for 
by the Christian, and those also who would become such, saw your 
motive; and well aware that if your resolution were carried into 
effect, he would be defeated, and his power over you be taken 
away, he presented to your mind past failures, and then very 
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Slitaibty Says, ‘ It will be just so again; better not vow, than 
vow and not perform.” For a moment you’ listened to the 
tempter, then yielded ;. and the result of this was, a * decision to 
delay yet a little longer.” By taking this false step, your purpose 
was greatly weakened, so that you could not, as you say, “again 
resolve,” and Satan bins since been holding you in the chains of 
unbelief, and I wonder not that you are so “ very miserable.” 
Had you but carried ont your resolve, how different now would be 
your:state. Instead of feeling unhappy ”’ and being in dark- 
ness,” you would be enjoying peace with God, freedom from con- 
demnation, and the light of the Divine Spirit. O why, dear 
sister, did you suffer the adversary thus to gain an advantage over 
you? Just examine for a moment his false suggestion. If the | 
argument be a sound one, will it not be just as we ivhty at any | 
| future period, as the present? Would it not be perfectly consis-— 
tent for you to come to the dediiion never to submit to God, as to 
come to the determination you have? Are you prepared to form 
such a resolution as this? ‘By no,means! methinks I hear you 
reply. But permit me to inquire again, if you suppose that you” 
will have more strength at any future time than now? Would 
you not be just as liable to break your resolution? I think that 
you will see the ingonsistency of the sug eestion, when you care- 
fully reflect upon it. Remember,* dear C , that when you 
become the Lord’s, grace sufficient to keep you from falling stands 
pledged in your behalf; you have the strength of Omnipotence 
| upon which to rely, and while you take hold upon this, your feet” 
can never slide. Do not suppose that you are to contend with \ 
your own weapons against the foe — for this is not the case. A 
complete armor is provided ; with this you are to be equipped ; 
aad with it you can successfully “fight the good fight”? of faith, 
and put to flight the powers of darkness. Never, O never, again 
listen to the suggestion, ‘I cannot retain the blessing if I obtain 
it.’ You can, thank the Lord! I do know from experience that 
it is just as easy to retain as obtain; and the one is done in the 
same way as the other. As we receive the Lord Jesus, even so 
ij are we to walk in Him—walk by the same rule, and mind the same 
£ thing. By Jaying all upon the “ altar which sanctifieth,’ we are 
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sanctified ; and by perpetuating the offering thereon, we continue 


to be sanctified, God help you, sister, with a fixed. purpose of 


heart to bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar, 


that you may henceforth be consecrated to the service of the Most 


High, and enabled with all his saints, to know the love of God 
which passeth understanding, and to be filled with all of his full- 
ness! But I will now return to your letter. Yousay: “ Yet I 


dare not refrain from seeking, for without holiness I am undone 


forever.” It is true, that without holiness you are lost ; but per- 


mit me, dear C., to inquire, of what avail is your seeking, while 
refusing to give God your heart? ‘The word of God assures us 


that ‘* many will seek to enter in at the strait gate, and will not be 
able.’ We must therefore do more than seek, we must strive. 


It is in vain for you to seek without decision. ‘The first step to be 
taken is submission. You ask, “what shall I do?” I reply : 


give thyself, thy all, to God.. You refer to a passage that was . 


presented to your mind. Tere you again rejected light. Again 


you say, “Some days I dare not pray at all—at other times, dare 
not refrain; but yet no comfort—cannot feel that my prayers are 
heard,’ &c. This looks perfectly reasonable to me. ‘The word 


to you is this: “ Submit yourself to God’? — this you refuse to 


do; how then can you claim the promise that immediately follows. 


the requisition —‘* Draw night to God, and He will draw nigh 
unto you?” While you refuse to yield obedience to the claim of 


God, are you not turning away your ear from his law? And what 


saith the Bible respecting such? “& Buen his prayer shall be 


abomination.” Think me fot harsh, dear sister, because I thus 


address you. I mean it for your good; I wish you to understand 
your true position. ‘ But would you have me leave off praying ?” 
perhaps you may inquire. By no means! I would have you 
submit to God, and thus be prepared to offer the prayer of faith, 


which alone is acceptable with Him. There is no access to God 


—no saving faith in Christ—no progress in holiness, without being 
first submitted to the will of God. ‘* Whosoever he be among you 
that forsaketh not all that he hath, cannot be my disciple.” Let 
this declaration of the Saviour be engrayen upon your inmost 


soul! Dear C., will you forget the things that are behind, and 
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now give God your heart ? He says, “I will receive you, and 


will be a Father unto you.” Let your heart now reply, “I will 
be the Lord’s from this moment! I resign all into his hands! 
Now, Lord, I am thine! Thou hast promised to receive me — 
thou dost. I venture upon thy word, and reckon myself thine ; 


dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ!” 


If this be the language of thy heart, then art thou the saved of 
the Lord ; and instead of sgying in your next letter, “ I am mis-— 
erable,” you will say, “I am happy; God now hears me pray, 
and Jesus saves me.” That it may be thus is the sincere prayer. 
of your sister in vars. 
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‘REVIVALS IN WESLEY'S pay— HOW PROMOTED. 


BY REV. J. HARTWELL. 


‘Bro. Diaen: — Many of your readers doubtless would peruse 
the following quotations with interest and profit. For this article, 
I shall quote only from Wesley’s Works, Vol. iv. The following | 
will show the connection of sanctification with the proweae a 
revivals : — 


“Monday, 30, and the two following days, I examined the soci- 
ety at Bristol, and was surprised to find fifty members fewer than 
I left in it last October. One reason is, Christian perfection has 
been little insisted on; and where this is not done, be the preachers 
ever so eloquent, thas is little increase either in the number or 
the grace of the hearers.” p. 220. 

“ Feb. 4.—I preached at Bradford, where the — are all 
alive. Many have lately experienced the great salvation, and 
their zeal has been a general blessing. Indeed, this I always ob- 
served, — wherever a work of sanctification breaks out, the whole 
work of God prospers. Some are convinced of sin, others justi- 
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fied, and all stirred up to greater earnestness for 
tion.” p. 437-8. 

“ Wednesday, 24.—I went: on to Otley, where the word of 
God has free course, and brings forth much fruit. ‘This is chiefly 
owing to the spirit and behavior of those whom God has perfected 
in love. ‘Their zeal stirs wp maviy ; and their steady and uniform 
conversation has a language almost irresistible.” p. 451. 

-* We had afterwards a love feast, at which the flame was soon 


| kindled; which was greatly increased while Mr. Cundy related 


the manner how God perfected him in love: a testimony which is 
always attended with a peculiar blessing.” p. 408. 
“ Wednesday, 14.—I1 preached at Tiverton; and on Thursday 


went on to Launceston. Here I found the plain reason why the 
‘work of God had gained no ground in this circuit all the year. 
The preachers had given up the Methodist testimony. Hither 


they had not spoken of perfection at all, (the peculiar doctrine 


committed to our trust,) or they spoke of it only in general terms, © 
without urging the believers to ‘go on unto perfection,’ and to 
expect it every moment. And wnerowee this is not earnestly wld 


the work of God does not prosper.” p. 459. 


“Thence I went to Otley. Here also the work of God 


increases, particularly with regard to sanctification. And I think 
every one who has experienced it, retains a clear W itness of what 
God has wrought.” p. 500. - 

“ Thursday, 17.—I examined the society. In five years I 


found five members had been gained! Ninety-nine being increased 
toa hundred and four. What, then, have our preachers been 


doing all this time? 1. They have preached four evenings in the 


week and on Sunday morning; the other mornings they have 


fairly given up. 2. they have taken great care not to speak too 
plain, lest they should give offence. 8. When Mr. Brackenbury 
preached the old Methodist doctrine, one of them said, ‘ You must 


not preach such doctrine here. The doctrine of perfection is not 
calculated for the meridian of Edinburgh.’ Waving, then, all 


other hindrances, is it any wonder that the work of God has not 
prospered here?” p. 510. ree 
“Perceiving they had suffered much by not having the doctrine 
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of perfection clearly explamed, and strongly pressed upon them, J 
preached expressly on the head; and spoke to the same effect in 


meeting the society. The spirits of many greatly revived; and 


they are now ‘ going on unto perfection.’ I found it needful to 
press the same thing at Stockport in the evening.” p. 507. 

‘T have not for many years known this society in so prosperous 
a condition. This is undoubtedly owing, first, to the exact disci- 
pline which has for some time been observed among them; and | 
next, to the strongly and continually exhorting the believers to — 

on unto perfection.’ p. 682. 

“'The work of God prospers among us here: I never’ saw any 
thing equal to it. -The last time I was at St. Just, the leaders 
gave me an account of seventy persons who had found either par- 
don or perfect love within the last fortnight; and the night and 
morning I was there, twenty more were delivered.” p. 008. 

After a desnsiption of a most remarkable revival, we meet with 
the following : “*'T'he rise of the late work was this: — William 
Hunter and John Watson, men not of large gifts, but zealous for 
‘Christian Perfection, by their warm conversation on the head, 
kindled a flame in some of the leaders. ‘These pressed others to— 


_ seek after it; and for this end, appointed meetings for prayer. | 


The fire spread wider and wiles till the whole society was in & 
flame.” p.s78. | 

Several pages of the Guide might i filled with quotations from 
Mr. Wesley, illustrative of the tendency of sanctification in the 


church, to result in the salvation of sinners. And why not, since 


the church is ordained to this work, and ‘ holiness is the measure 
of power ?” 


Auburn, N. Y. 


Woutpst thou have the lamp of assuiance which God hath 
kindled in thine heart burn steadily and shine brightly? Let 


there be much diligence, much holy confidence, much prayer ; 
these, like the oil of the sanctuary, shall make it do so. 
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VITAL UNION WITH CHRIST. 
(Concluded. ) 


FROM THE OBERLIN EVANGELIST. 
| 


In our last number we aimed to show that, seripturally, the 
relation of Christ to the believer is that of a vital union. ‘The 


Christian is iz Christ as the branch is in the vine —by a life- 


imparting connection. 

‘Attuming this to be true, it follows, oe 

1. That the Christian should have no heart-fellowship with the 
world. To be in heart-union with the world is to be heart-divorced 
from Christ, for between the spirit of Christ and the spirit of the - 
world there can be no fellowship. ‘* The friendship of the world 


is enmity with God.” ‘The spirit of earth is selfish—the spirit of - 
Christ is holy ; and the Christian whose soul does not intuitively 


distinguish. between the one and the other, knows nothing of holi- 


ness yet, as he needs to know it, and must know it, ere he can 
see the Lord.” ‘There are no elements in common to the spirit 


of the world and the spirit of Christ. All is contrariety and 
antagonism. On the one side, sin; on the other sie, holiness :— 


the one is of earth, the other of heaven; -the one holds self 
supreme; the other, God. The Christian, therefore, who IS 2 


Christ, cannot be in the same sense im the world.. He cannot be 
at the same time a branch in Christ the vine, and also a branch 
whose invigorating roots and sustaining trunk are the ambition, 
the avarice, the sensuality, or any form of the selfishness of earth. 
‘Ye cannot serve Gud and Mammon.” It is all vain to serve 


' two opposite masters. You will certainly hold on to the one, and 


despise the other. If you hold to the world, you inevitably 
despise God. Therefore, being in Christ, is not being in earth-_ 
liness and self. The one state, of neces-ity, forbids the other. 
Whoever is zn self, devoted to self, and living for self, may know 
beyond mistake that he is not tn Christ. 

2. It follows also that being in Christ 1s synonymous with being 


a Christian. It was so considered in the apostolic age beyond all 
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question. And what was true then, cannot be otherwise than 

true now. By no possible ingenuity can it be made out that piety 
is a different thing now from what it was+then. No power of 
public opinion, or of church opinion, or church practice, can 

change the nature of the Christian spirit — can make worldliness 

any more like piety now than it was eighteen hundred years avo. 

The world may or may not be more civitized, or more moral ; it 
certainly is not any more imbued with the spirit of Christ. 

Hence the question, am Tin Christ ? is a perfect test of true 
discipleship now, as really as then. It marks the real Christian, 
and excludes the self-deceived, as truthfully now as then. Now, 
as well as then, it is only self-delusive and self-ruinous to hope for 
salvation being in Christ. 

8. Again, it follows from this Scripture doctrine that there can. 
be no deficiency of divine nutriment to sustain the Christian life. 

If its roots lay in philosophy, even the most profound earth ever 


produced, we might expect it to wither. If the Christian life was 


rooted only in selfprompted and sustained resolutions, we should 
see its leaves grow sickly and its blossoms fall. It might have the — 
best cultivation that human appliances could afford; you might 
plant it under the genial shadow of the best church organizations, » 
nurture it with the selectest influences of church rites and cere- 
monies ;— all must come signally to nought. Nothing will 
suffice but Christ. Rooted in him, branching forth from him, all 
is life and perpetuity. 
But the special point. to be urged now is, that this branch 
connection with Christ the vine being perfect, there cannot pos- 
sibly be any lack of sustenance. It is not possible that currents — 
of death, not life, should flow from Christ into his branches. ‘It 
is not possible that the life-currents should be so languid as to 
cause decay and death to the still inhering branches. No blight 
ever sent its silevt, deadly influence from Christ, the parent stock, 
into the branches — the hearts of his people. 
Nor was there ever any such phenomena as a failure in the 
regular supply of nutriment in this spiritual vine. It never yet 
was the case that the branclies called for sustenance, but called in 


vain. Faith never yet sought for sustaining power, and it came 
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not in the hour of need. This fountain was never known to be 
dry. If branches fade and blossoms fall, say not that this vine- 
stock is sickly and its life current dry 5 : but rather know thou that 
the vital connection is broken ; — is mnly: apparent, and no longer | 
real. 

Who believes that the sito power of Jesus Christ is inade- 
quate to sustain the spiritual life of his trusting children? Or 
who believes that, being able, and withal sought unto and trusted, 
he yet fails to bestow the blessings sought? Nay, verily, let no 
such thing be thought by any of the dear ones of his flock, for 
He is not such a shepnerd! He never starves his flock! — 

4, It equally follows that those who are in Christ shall have no » 
lack of spiritual joy. The attentive Bible reader must have 
noticed that when our Lord states for himself the design he had 
in view in teaching his disciples how the branch is in the vine, 
(John xv. 1-11) and how, so abiding, it will bring forth fruit, and 
will ensure to them his permanent love, he says: “These things 
have I spoken unto you, that my joy in you may remain, and that 
your joy may be full.” 

No doubt the end Christ had in view will be answered. Those 
| blessed truths which he spoke fur the purpose of causing his people’s 

joy in him to be full, are adapted to their purpose, and if faithfully 
- apphed, cannot fail to secure it. ‘They must secure a fullness: 
of joy because they secure a permanent spiritual life aud a steady. 
-productiveness in the fruits of holiness. Such life and such fruit 
lie at the foundation of substantial joy. A joy that is transient 
may have root (such as it has) in other soil, but no permanent 
joy can be had otherwise than by abiding in Christ. 

Let those who seek for spiritual joys take notice of this. Such 
joys are attainable; your joy may be made and kept full; but 
can be so only as you abide in Christ, and consequently abide in 
his love. 

5. Let the reader notice another unfailing result of abiding 3 in 
Christ ; — “ ye shall bear much fruit.” There can be none barren 
or unfruitful who truly remain im Christ. Is not this a blessed 
‘truth | | | 

Let it be for our encouragement, since it reveals the secret of 
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sure and abundant fruit-bearing. The vineyard of the Lord — O, 
how will it bloom in fragrance and beauty, and its clusters load 
each branch with the choicest grapes — provided only that wey 
abide in Him who is their life and their strength ! 

This truth, so sood for our encouragement, is not less useful as a 
test. Art thou a living and fruit-bearing branch? Then thou art 
in Christ. But dost thou bear no fruit unto holiness? Nothing 


could so clearly prove that thou hast no living connection with 


Christ the vine! The result may gricve thee, it may astound thee 
— it may smite down thy dearest hopes ;— but it cannot be gain-— 
sayed, or doubted. Happy is he who admits the inference and 
hastens to apply the remedy. | 
6. No greater calamity can befall the hare than that she 
should lose the living power of this truth. — 
— Such a result is no doubt possible. It may occur % substi- 
tuting reliance on forms and ceremonies, instead of reliance on 
Christ—as the Romanist does. Or the substitution may exchange 
reliance on Christian instrumentalities — the well-preached gospel, 
the imposing architecture, the splendid music, and the social. 
appendages —in place of him in whom alone reposes the vital 
power of spiritual life. Nor is it impossible that the church should 
retain this truth in theory, yet disown it in practice. She may 
even retain it in her creeds and in her theological tomes, when it 
shall have dropped out of her actual experience, and meet with no 
favor or sympathy if it should appear in some of her neglected 
little ones. It would certainly be a dark sympton (would it not?) 
if leading men in the church should come to look with disfavor 
and even suspicion upon those who modestly and humbly testify of | 
themselves, —“ I think I am in Christ, and find all the Scrip- 
tures say of this state fulfilled continually in my own experieice.” 
Such testimony as this has been brought before the churches to 
some extent within the few years past. There is no need that our 


- golumns should say how it has often been received. On this point, 


it were fitter that we should weep than speak. ‘Tears are more in 
place than words. 

But it cannot be thus always — we. trust it cannot be so long. 
Those gospel truths which embody more vital power than any 
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OUR LAST FAMILY GATHERING. 17d: 


others, cannot long sleep in neglect—cannot long be dropped from 
the living experience of God’s people. We cannot believe that 
Protestant Christendom is given up of God to a night of spiritual 
excision from her Lord, and therefore we have all confidence that 


2 


4 


Christ will return and reveal himself ; in. the experience of his is 
people, their life and their strength. ' 
ORIGINAL. 

| OUR LAST PAMILY GATHERING 
EXTRACT FROM A LETTER TO A MINISTER. my 

| 

BY THE AOTHOR OF THE WAY OF HOLINESS, ETC. ty it 


We had one of our “ Family Gatherings”? at the Vestry St. 
Church last evening, and were favored with the transforming, 
joyous, soul-uniting presence of the Sanctifier. A large number 
| witnessed for God; and nearly all who testified from their own 
q | heart realizations, spoke of the power of Christ to save from all 
ee sin. If from these ‘* Family Gatherings”? we were to infer the 
effect that the distinguishing doctrine of Methodism — “ Ioliness 
to the Lord”? —has had on the Methodist community in this city, 
we have abundant reason to thank God and take courage. 

Over thirty churches are here represented ; and from the testi- 
monies given, one might suppose that the experience of perfect 
love was the general expericnce of the membership in this city. | 
Scores of earnest intelligent witnesses, well known for the useful- 
ness and devotedness of their lives, testify on these occasions to 
| the enjoyment of the witness of entire sanctification. Yet though 
| I believe that there may not be a place near or remote, where so 
many consistent witnesses of perfect love may be found as in New 
York ; yet I dare not leave vou to infer that the enjoyment of the 
clear witness of entire sanctification is the general experience of 
our people. But these “Family Gatherings” seem to be a sort 
of ajulilee for the ardent Jovers of Holiness. It is here the 
tribes of the Lord, from their many stations, gather. And I need 
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not speak of the clinging of heart that those who, through the 
| blood of the everlasting covenant, enter into the holiest, feel 
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toward each other. - 
says, “that they may be one, even as we are ONE.” 


The Son of God in his memorable prayer 
If both 


‘He that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified are all OnE,” then 


we will not wonder that such a multitude of witnesses are by the. 


power of the sanctifier drawn together. We will not wonder at 


the clinging of soul, that brings together from various points of. | 
our large city and its envirous so many of those who love to | 
“ praise the beauty of Holiness.” And we will not wonder as 
they get together at these “ Family Gatherings,” as in the more 
immediate presence of the Sanctifier, that their hearts flow out as 
one in united soul-thrilling testimony in anes of their —_— 
Head — their Divine Sanctifier. 

_ And so you are also to have a Family Gathering on your charge 
on Thursday evening. I almost*feel as if I should be present in 
spirit with you, thought I may not respond to your invitation, and 
be present in body. But of this my heart is assured : then will 
be One (the ever blessed ONE) standing among you, who bap- 
tizeth with the Holy Ghost and with fire. And he will be there 
for a specific work. On every one who will specifically present 
himself upon the altar as a whole burnt sacrifice, for the sole 
object of being ceaslessly consumed, body and soul, in the self- 
sacrificing service of God, He will cause the fire to descend. And 
He who standeth among you will not delay to do this for every 
waiting soul, for He standeth wazting; and the moment the offerer 
presents the sacrifice, the hallowing, consuming touch will be given. 
Why may we not ask that scores may receive the full baptism of 
the Holy Ghost at your union love feast. Then may they go 
forth, endued with power from on high, to work mightily for God, 

and you will witness such a work of “God on your station as never 
before. One shall chase a thousand, and two shall put ten thou- 
sand to flight. 


CuRIST sweetens all our comforts, and sanctifies all our crosses. 
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Che Missionary 


LETTER FROM A MISSIONARY IN INDIA. 


Our friend, Mrs. Palmer, has kindly furnished us with the following, from a | 


brother now laboring in Bombay. We give the accompanying correspondence, 


embracing Sister Palmer's letter, and another from a Sister of the Missionary, — 


both of which will invest the original communication with additional interest. 


Drar Bro. Decen:—I have long thought that the principles set forth 


in the Guide to Holiness, if experimentally apprehended, would soon bring » 


about the salvation of the world. Through the courtesy of a Presbyterian 
lady who within a few days has received the blessing of Holiness, I herewith 


‘send you an extraordinary example of the power of holiness as exemplified 


in the case of her brother Rev. Mr. B., and the Rev. Mr. C., 
now laboring with much success in Bombay, India. 


‘Missionaries, 
I also enclose a document containing Rev. Mr. B.’s reasons for declining 


the acceptance of his salary as a missionary. It is a remarkable document, 


and breathes a Christ-like spirit to an extraordinary degree. I leave it to 
your option whether to publish it or to withhold. ‘To my mind it presents a 


-mmost inspiring view of the faithfulness of Christ. .When he first commis- 


sioned his disciples to go forth as sheep among wolves, without money or 
scrip, he asked them on their return,—‘ Lacked ye any thing?” —their 
ready answer, “ Nay, Lord,” was an acknowledgement of the faithfulness of 
their Lord. Some might object to the course of Mr. B. in view of its fur- 
nishing a precedent from which few missionaries might act, or may conceive 
that the prevalence of such sentiments might operate disadvantageously on 
Inissionary organizations. But why should such consequences result? Rev. 


. Mr. B. could not have entered gs his field of labor, had not the efficient 


aid of the American Board for Foreign Missions been tendered. It took 
him to his destination and sustained him there during his first year. The 


American Board placed him there in order that he might exemplify the 


spirit of his Master in saving souls. He found that he could best serve the 


purposes of his mission by exemplifying the spirit of Christ, in that he 


“‘made himself of no reputation and took upon him the form of a servant.” 


And so, more efficiently to serve the purpose for which the Board sent him 
out, he declines equipage and servants, and resolves to live in a way that 
does not make his acceptance of a salary needful. How efliciently then does 
he serve the interests of the missionary organization through whose aid he 
has been ushered into his field of labor, while the salary which he might 


otherwise receive, may be expended in sending others into the field, which 
may be like minded. | 


Yours, in the promotion of the practice and principles of Holiness, © 


PHEBE PALMER. 
April 6th, 1858. 


VOL. XXIII. 12 
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My brother was once an Infidel, rejecting the Bible, At a circulatin 
library “ Paley’s Evidences” was given him one day by mistake. He rea 
it, and became convinced of the authenticity of the Old and New Testament. | 
He immediately felt the imperative necessity of accepting all they teach. He. 
now commenced the study of the Bible, and his obedience kept pace with his 
knowledge. He became a member of the Presbyterian Church, and soon 
after entered the Theological Seminary to prepare himself for the ministry. 
Two years after his commission, he felt the necessity of a higher experience _ 
of Christianity, and seeking it earnestly, obtained it. From this time, his con- 
stant effort was to incite Christians to holiness. He believed that it was 
commanded and promised by the Bible, and might be gained through conse- 
cration and faith. During his Theological course, the greater part of his 
time was spent in the reading of the Bible. He meditated much with prayer, 
believing that God thus taught him. In August, 1847, he sailed for Bombay, 
as a missionary of the American Board. Almost from the moment of his 
conversion, his heart had been turned toward the heathen. He went with 


the resolution of never returning; his family parted from him for life. 
He also went without a wife. He was at this time, thirty-one years old. 


During his first year in Bombay, he resided at the Mission House with sev- 


eral other missionaries. In February, 1849, he left this abode, resigned his 
salary, and adopted the manner of living of the native converts; for, as he 


— “J found a wall in my path, and a vault of brass above me, and God 
told me that I would in vain beat against that wall, and my prayers in vain 
assail that vault, till 1 obeyed the word of his gospel, and destroyed the dis- 
crepancy * which the natives saw between my life and my preaching.” The 
fear of giving pain to his missionary brethren had kept him silent a whole 
year, but he concluded it was better to give them pain than to give it to 
Christ. He took a small and humble house in the midst of the native popu- 
lation, and there, upon bread and water, and rice, and fruit, and tea, has he 
lived without servants and without equipage for four years. “During this 
time, his spiritual blessings have been ever increasing in intensity and ampli- 
tude. His income is five dollars a month, all that he will consent to receive, 
from an English gentleman whose children he instructs. He takes his break-. 
fast with this family, leads their devotions, and spends an hour in instruction. 
Whenever the providence of God has called for any additional expense, the 


-means have been unexpectedly and liberally provided by triends. He has 


thus made several journies. ‘There are wealthy Englishmen in Bombay, who 
would sumptuously support him if he would allow them to doso. His maxim 


is, that if a man cares not for himself, all the world cares for him; and his 


own experience amply proves this. His brother missionaries and other 
friends, knowing how indifferent he is to his own comfort, are continually 
watching over him, and studying his wants.. The same year in which he 


adopted this new mode of me og Scotch missionary at Poonah, in India, Mr. 


Cassidy, following his example, renounced a salary of three hundred and 
forty pounds. In the beginning of the year 1851, he came to Bombay and 
took up his residence with my brother. Since then, they have lived together, 
eonies each other’s labors, pains, and pleasures. My brother says, he knows 
no such man in the Christian church as Mr. Cassidy. He takes up his cross 
daily, but does it as though he were going to a marriage feast. He makes 
the greatest sacrifices, but is willing that no one should know them. He has 


* The discrepancy here referred to, is that of living in style so much beyond the natives, 


_ that he must of necessity appear in their eyes, as of a superior race, rather than to exem- 


plify and to set forth the teachings of Him, who though he was rich, for | 
poor, that we through his poverty might be rich. . » Jor our sake became 
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a heart full of love, and a manner which shows it. His manner of speaking 
is fervent and eloquent, and the natives listen’ to him with delight. 

Thus, do these two devoted brothers, united in the Lord, renounce all 
common pleasures of sense and of opinion, and in return receive from their 
munificent Master a joy of the soul, ever full and yet ever increasing. 

It may be well to add, that Mr. B. regards the diet he has adopted,as best 


suited to the climate. He has found his self-sacrificing habits best suited to 


the exigencies of his health, &. He finds himself abte to travel on foot — 


from ten to twenty miles per day. His physical endurance is remarkable. 


WHAT IS THE TRUE MISSIONARY LIFE? 


DISCUSSED IN A LETTER FROM A MISSIONARY TO HIS BRETHREN. 
~ Dear Bretiren wo tric Lorp:— My mind has been much at work 
of late upon this question: — What mode of life should a Missionary adopt 
in order to have the full approbation of his Master? Believing that Christ 
would not willingly have us remain in the dark, concerning a question of 
this kind, I have studied the word of God in the sure expectation of finding 
the needed heht. The conclusions to which I find myself tending are so 
different from those which I suppose to be entertained by my brethren in 


the ministry, that it has seemed best before definitely making up my mind 


ws to what is duty, to submit to them my views so far as they are formed, 
and solicit an expression of their opinion concerning them. I have felt con- 
siderable pain while revolving this matter, in view of the pain I might possi- 
bly give you by adopting a new standard of Missionary life; but this is in a 


measure removed by the reflection, that: in adopting your present. style of 


life vou have acted on principle and conscientiously, as truly as I now am in | 


addressing you; and that it will be no more difficult for you and less painful, 


to give the reasons why your style of life is what it is, than for me to state 


the thoughts which have arisen in my own mind. Light is as much an ob- 


ject to you as to me: by an amicable and earnest discussion light may be 


evolved, and cannot possibly be extinguished or diminished ; and I conclude 
that vou will welcome this discussion, and spare mea portion of your time 
sufficient to read, digest, aud perhaps reply to the following considerations. 

The question more fully stated is this: — Shall the Missionary live as a 


-rich man or asa poor man? If asa poor man, shall it be according to the 
‘European idea of poverty or the Hindoo?> Shall his style of living be lux- 


urious, or comfortable, or self-denying ? Shall his salary be large, or mode- 


-rate, or as little as possible? Shall he have an expensive equipage, ora 


plain one, or none atall? Shall he have many servants, few, or none at all ? 

Perhaps the opinion of some may be, that this question 1s an unimportant 
one. The things upon which the Bible lays stress are of another and higher 
characier. The great scope of the Bible is to lead Christians to set their 


affections upon things above, not on things on the earth; and if they live with 


their affections detached from these things, it 1s a matter of comparatively 
little consequence, whether they detach these things from their lives or not. 
Two pérsons may live together in the same style and participate in the same 
comferts; but God, who sees the heart, may know that the one is bound up 
in these comtorts, while the other disregards them and_ has his treasure in 
heaven. There is a wide interval between their spiritual natures; this in- 
terval if not represented in their use of worldly goods, is in many more in- 
portant things; and this suffices to God. I have at times becn disposed to 
‘ntertain this opinion, but recent study of the scriptures teads ine to reject at, 
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| The Bible does not represent the externals of a Christian life as unimpor- 


markable conciseness bade them preach the kingdom of God, and with 
equally remarkable amplitude instructs them as ta the mode of life they were 
to follow, taking up successively the questions of a scrip, a staff, gold, silver, 
brass, coats, shoes, food and lodging. The same thing is observable in his 


Missionary ? is one considered by the Lord Jesus Christ not unimportant. 
He has expressly declared it to be important, even in all its particulars and 
to its minutest details. He has caused these instructions to be recorded no 
less than four times in the everlasting gospel (see Mat. 18:— Mark 6:— 
Luke 9 and 10.) He has taken care to notify us concerning his own mode 
of life, that he hungered, thirsted, and had not where to Jay his head. The 


cy, and an emphasis, that utterly forbid the supposition that this is a matter 
of inferior importance. It seems to have been the earnest endeavor of 
Paul to exhibit himself to.the church as a model minister of Jesus Christ; 


it is portrayed in the Epistles, that the details of his manner of living have 


buffetted, and have no certain dwelling place, and labor working with our 
99 
own hands. 


power to forbear working? We have not used this power, but.suffer all 
things, Jest we should hinder the Gospel of Christ.” And to the Thessaloni- 
ans he writes: “ Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an 
example unto you to follow us.” In 2 Cor. 6, he gives a catalogue of the 
_ proofs by which he substantiates himself among men asa true minister of 
the true God; and among them appear “ necessities, distresses, poverty, utter 
destitution.” “ As poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
| possessing all things.” See also 2 Cor. x1. 27. It is impossible for me, in 
_ view of these and many similar passages, to escape the conviction that the 
question which I have introduced is one of consequence. We are, I think, 
to believe, upon the testimony of God’s word, tnat there is a style of life 
; peculiarly adapted to the Missionary, and which Christ, for reasons well- 


| known to himself, whether obvious to us or not, greatly desires to sce his 
servants adopt. | 


What now is that style of life? It is that style which is best calculated 
to convince an ungodly, sensual world, that a divine power has been at work 
within us, transforming us, so that we are no longer.like them engrossed by 
the pleasures of this world, but are possessed of a something that satisfies 
us independently of what this world can give. Men are carnal, and as car- 

nal God addresses them. We would give them sensible proofs of the Chris- 
tian religion. The eloquence and logic of an angel would fail to arrest them, 
for the very reason that he is an angel; but let a servant of God give full 
proot of deadness to the world, that world to which they are so enslaved, 
and their attention is arrested. They are amazingly under the power of 
| their appetites and lusts; and the sight of a man having all these in per- 
fect subjection must startle them. But the inward victory shall never be 
known to them, till its trophies are exhibited to their senses through the med- 
um of the life. The high aims of the Christian can only be known to them 
y a demonstration pzraliel to their senses. So long as there is the least 


| tant. When Christ sent forth the twelve (see 9th of Luke), he with re- 


- directions to the seventy. Whether these commands related exclusively to . 
the disciples of that day, or otherwise, is a question I do not here agitate. 
I quote them to show that the question— What sort of life is suited to the 


mode of life of the apostles is described with a particularity and a frequen-_ 


and it cannot escape the notice of any one who contemplates his picture as 


a prominent part in that picture. In 1 Cor. iv., 11, he writes: ‘Even 
unto this present hour we both hunger and thirst and are naked and are — 


And that this was voluntary appears from the 9th Chapter, 
where he says: Have we not power to eat and to drink? Have we not. 
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supposable foundation for skepticism, they will be skeptical about those high | 


aims; and will refuse to believe the minister of Christ indifferent to com- 


forts, and luxuries, and the gratifications of sense, and reputation, and dis- 


tinction, until they see him throwing these all behind his back, and signify- 


ing by his treatment of them the disesteem in which he holds them. Until 


that moment, though the spirit be really in his heart, though he: be traly 
seeking the glory of God and the good of men, though his affections be tru- 
ly alienated from the objects of sense, yet the world will not -believe in his 


transformation, or impute to him any principles superior to those that gov- 
-ern themselves. And if it should so happen that the very things they seck after, 


which they feed their imaginations on when alone, dream about at night, 
converse about among thginselves, labor vear after year by fair means or 


foul to obtain, if these very things should hap yen to be found in the Mission- 


ary’s life, will they not be fatal to the production of that evidence which the 


Gospel is aiming to produce? Let a man with one hand offer the Gospel to 
a crowd of heathen, and at the same time be handling a purse of gold in the 


other, will they give much heed to his message? No, he must put the gold 
out of sight if he would have them listen to his words. There is a fascina- 


— tion to them about the gold which binds up all their senses, and bafiles all 
attempts to secure their attention to the Gospel. Money is their God; they 


worship it and the things which it procures. If when they come to see us, 
they find their gods with us, viz: money, authority, luxury, distinction, they 
will honor us because their gods are with us, and will envy us. | 

But their respect will not be of a kind favorable to religious influence ; 


nor will they be ready to discover the evidences that we are transformed | 
from our original natures, or that Omnipotence dwells in the bosom of the 


Christian Church, It is not sufficient that we do not idolize the things they 
idolize ; we must openly and unequivocally disown those things. It is not 


enough that we can use those things without being contaminated by them; | 


we are to reject them because they contaminate others, and because others 
will not reject them while we retain them. Men are carnal; and the evidences 
which spiritual persons can detect, are hid from them. ‘Therefore, the style 
of life which Christ enjoins upon us, is that which will tend to flash upon 


their very vision the evidence that we are born of God, and are looking to > 
things unseen and eternal. This species of proof should come first, in itself 


insufficient, but indispensable as a preliminary. When they have received 
this, they will be ready to inquire for others; but till then, they will be indit- 


ferent to others. The glory of the Christian religion is not only in the 
urity of its law, but in the sanctions of that law; not only in the beauty ot 


its morality, but in its power to engrave that morality in the hearts of its 
believers. There is much excellent morality to be found in some of the 
sacred books of the Hindoos, but then their religion is utterly impotent to 


enforce the observance of that morality. ‘There is but one religion that can 


really transform ; and Christ would have the transformation it effects exhibited 
to the eyes of men.“ Let your light so shine before men, that they may sec 


your good works, and glorify ” not you, but “ your Father which is in heaven.” 


t is not enough that God is the witness of our renewed nature; that the 
spiritual in heaven and earth behold it; but an ungodly, carnal world must 
see it. The apostles would say, ‘“‘ We are made a spectacle unto the world, 
and to angels, and to men.” 

The style of life which is adapted to give proof in favor of Christianity, 
is also adapted to exhibit it, and make beholders acquainted with the great 
characteristics of the gospel. In 2 Thess. iii. 8, Paul says, “‘ We wrought 
with labor and trayail, night and day, not because we have not power, but 
to make ourselves an example unto you to follow us.” Paul was not necessi- 
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Ne 


“tated to support himself by his own hands there; and seeing that he was a 


solitary representative of Christ, and depository of Christian truth in the 
midst of that heathen city, seeing that his time as a minister of the gospel 
was of unspeakable, incomparable value, it is a thing to be wondered at that _ 
he did not avail himself of the means of subsistence furnished him in the 
providence of God. It would seem that if ever there was a minister of the 
gospel called upon by his position to let work alone, and give himself exclu- 
sively to the gospel, it was Paul, in Thessalonica. If, then, he could so 
profusely sacrifice his time, how much importance must he have attached to 


the end in view, viz: the exhibition of a model life. I do not cite this in 


favor of the notion that ministers should support themselves by their own 
hands; but as showing in what great account he lreld the outward exhibition 
of those principles which Christ had implanted in him. Though Milled with — 
the Holy Ghost, he left off preaching and went to work; and what for ? 
Why, he aimed at no other thing in working than in preaching. In fact 1t 
was a part. of his preaching, and regarded by himself as indispensable. It 
was, as it were, the interpreter of his oral preaching, without which the lat- 
ter would not have been understood by the people. And we may preach - 
the gospel for hundreds of years, in India, by word of mouth, and by the 
printed page; but until it be incorporated in our life, and that too in a way 
adapted to the dull apprehensions and sensuous nature of the Hindoos, they 
will not understand it. The power of the human mind to remain ignorant 
of divine truth under the most vigorous and long-continued efforts to enlighten 
it, is one of the mysteries of human depravity, and one which will continue 
to meet us and dishearten us till we adopt the apostolic way of blending the 
language and the life. Whether we will it or not, our manner of life 1s the 
great interpreter of our gospel, to the people we dwell among. They hear 
us say —‘ Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he 
cannot be my disciple ;” and to know the meaning of these words they look - 
to our lite. If its true interpretation is not found in these, then its true 
interpretation will never reach them. If they see then, instead of a vaccu- 
um of the things they covet, an abundance of them, the words have at once 
lost all their life and power. Five times, speaking by the Holy Ghost, Paul 
enjoins upon us to follow him, as he followed Christ. To Timothy he says, 
“ Be thou an example of the believers.” To Titus —“ In all things showing | 
thyself'a pattern of good works.” The Missionary must be a pattern man; 
and render his life an irresistible sermon on the words —*“ Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world.” | 
These considerations lead inevitably to the conclusion, that Christ would. 
have us exhibit in our mode of living, to those we preach to, and in‘’a manner 
comprehensible to them, the principles of the gospel which are susceptible of 
being so exhibited. And here one remarkable feature in the position of a 
missionary to the heathen, presents itself to our notice. He may go so far 
in self-denial as to exhibit this grace to the circle in which he was brought 
up. Ile may go farther, even so far as to exhibit it to the Church at home 
generally. He may go farther, even so far as to exhibit it to his brother 
missionaries. Yet after all this, he has not even begun to exhibit it to the 
heathen. This is owing to the great poverty, plainness of living, and absence 
of comfort of the heathen, compared with Christian nations. ‘That style of 
living which would be decidedly moderate at home, is princely in the eyes of 
the natives of India. A hundred pounds or two hundred pounds a year, 
makes a man a nobleman in the estimation of the mass of these natives, and 
they are utterly without a faculty to discern in the life of such a one, the 
exhibition of self-denial. There exists between the Saheblock and the natives 
a vast interval; and the former are virtually, in respect to the position they 
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occupy, the nobility of the land. To sce them the people must look up. In 


their hands are the treasures of the land, at their disposal the offices, and in 


their favor, reputation; and those whose aspirations are for these things, look 


to them. They occupy one level and the people another. Now, if the 
Missionary of the Gospel be identified with them, he will be clothed with a 
certain external superiority, altogether in the way of his exerting suchan 
influence as flowed from the lite of Paul and his fellow-laborers. When the 


Missionary Saheb goes into the Bazaar to make known the Gospel, he will 
be as one standing on a pedestal. The people will look upon him as one who 
is above them in the worldly scale; and while he and they occupy positions 
so unequal, they will remain ignorant of the true principles of the Gospel. — 


It may be, that in order to reach a position which seems to them elevated, 
the missionary has really descended much; it may be that in leaving his 


native land and the bosom of his loved Church, to take up his abode among 


heathen, he has made a sacrifice greater than they can conceive of; but it is 
not a sacrifice palpable to their apprehensions; and they will simply view 


~ him as occupying a position which they would love to occupy. He must 


destroy that pedestal from under him, if he would a to their eyes the 


doctrine which Christ made so prominent, “ Deny thyself, and take up thy 


9? 


cross and follow me.” As he has renounced his native land, he must renounce 
his Sahebship. In the providence of God, there is given hin this opportunity 


of showing to the heathen the all-sufliciency of Christ, and the indifference | 
_ felt by Christians for those things which constitute the elysium of the world. 
Those steps in his course of ‘self-renunciation, which preceded his arrival 


among the heathen, are hid from them; but this is one that will meet their 
eye, and deeply impress their minds. | 3 | 


If it be said that there is something in these adventitious distinctions that 


sive us an influence over the native mind, and that we have no right to throw 
away this influence, [ would in the first place suggest that no account 1s made 
of this sort of influence in the Bible; and in the next place ask whether any 


thing in actual experience shows it to be of value. How long and in what 


plenitude have we enjoyed it, how ample the experiment made; yet what 
are the results? Those who have been attracted to us by means of the 


worldly advantages connected with our position, how insensible have they — 


remained to the religious influences we have sought to exert. How common 
the remark that those who have served us longest, and derived the largest 
emoluments, are those who appear least affected by the Gospel. And if from 
this number in the course of many years, one, two, or three converts be 
gathered, the mixture of worldly and religious influence to which they have 


been subjected, manifests itself in a vitiated and obscure piety. 
Our true weapons are not carnal. If we have worldly ends to accomplish, 


then this worldly influence is valuable; but if we aim at gospel ends, it is at 


the best worthless. It may be favorable to false religion, but is doubtless ad- _ 


verse to the true. We conquer by renouncing such advantages. When 


we are weak, we are strong. 


If it be said that the church at. large, even the most pious and devoted 
portion of it, demand no such things at our hands, and pass no censure upon 
our present manner of life, I admit it; and beg in reply to present the fol- 
lowing consideration. Missionaries are placed by Christ in the van of the 
church; and he does not expect that the main body of the church will 
be keener-sighted to discover truth than they, but on the contrary that 
they, as true pioneers, will be first to see what is yet unseen, and afterwards 
instruct the church to sce it. In the body of the church there exists no 
power to redeem the church from a low state of piety toa higher. How to 
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affect this, is the problem of problems. The tendency in the world is for 
each man to model his conscience upon that of his neighbor ; and this tend- 


_ ency is of overwhelming power and universality. ‘The same tendency exists" 


in the church; and the members of it generally, cannot possibly find in the | 
word of God any higher standard of Christian duty, than is reflected in the 
lives of the more pious of their number. How stupendous the measure 


adopted by Christ at the beginning of our dispensation, to recreate the con- 


science of the church. Having become a man, he selected twelve from the © 


lower walks of life, separated them from the mass of believers, and, taking | 


them into closest intimacy with himself, proceeded to delineate before their — 
eyes in his own life, the true standard. Finally, having by his example and 
instructions, and by the Holy Spirit moulded them to his liking, he gave 
them, and in them, a new and right Christian conscience to the Church. 
How unspeakable the gift! And what vast consequences depended on the care- 
ful perpetuation of that standard. For when, after a century or two it was lost, — 
it remained lost. For more than twelve centuries a darkness brooded on the 
church, which she was impotent to remove. There appear to have existed 


_ some few true Christians inthe Roman Church, as Thomas a Kempis and 


others, but these good men, though lovers and students of the Bible, could 
study it to the end of their lives without even surmising that popery with 
her monstrous errors was not in it, or that it contained doctrines immitigably 


hostile to the system of popery. And let us hearken to Luther: “ Learn 


from me,” he says, “ how difficult a thing it is to throw off errors.confirmed 
by the example of all the world, and which through long habits have become. 
a second nature to us. Though I had been seven years reading and _public- 
ly explaining the Holy Seriptures with great zeal, so that I knew them al- 
most by heart, [ yet still clung with obstinacy to popery.” And whata 
striking illustration of this have we in the utter and universal disregard 
shown for fifteen centuries to the last great command of our Saviour. 
During all that time this ponderous command. lay lightly as a feather on the 
conscience of the church, and good men could live and die without ever once 
suspecting their obligations to evangelize the heathen. It was by the word > 
of the Holy Ghost upon the conscience of individuals, that God effected the | 
Reformation; and it was in the same way that Christ brought again to the 
understanding of the church his last command. And in all probability this 
piecemeal resurrection of the word of God has but begun, and magnificent 
truths are lying there, as in a mausoleum, undreamt of by us; yes, doubtless 
there are discoverics of Christian duty, as well as of the riches of Christ’s 
race, yet to be made, no less startling than those we now rejoice over. 
herefore it will by no means do for us to adopt the conscience of the church 
as the measure of our own, but rather resist it in its poverty and narrowness; — 
and with great ardor seek to vivify and embody in our own lives, those prin- 
ciples which are yet uncomprehended in it. All things considered, it were a 
burning shame for us to be satisfied with that meagre view of our responsi- — 
bility which the church entertains. And if the church makes a dispropor- 
tionate estimate of the comparative responsibility resting on her and us, with 
that mistake we have nothing to do; the great mistake which it concerns us — 
to verify is in the defective notion entertained of our responsibility com- 
pared with that which Christ entertains, and so abundantly displays in His 
word. Ie has written our responsibility in the lives of Paul and Peter and 
John; has promised us grace as unbounded as they enjoyed; and will expect 
us to answer for any falsification or reduction of the Apostolic standard, 
brought to pass through our lives. ‘The leaders of the church and the main 
body of the church are connected by a chain, and by the full length of that 
chain are separated. She considered it her privilege to be at a certain dis- 
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convent chains. 
prince of this world, for fifteen centuries, till individuals present themselves 


tance from them; and while so much of her pristine corruption remains, she 


will use that privilege. They, seeing her inferior standard, make war upon 
it; but in vain. There is but one way in which they can elevate her; it 1s 
by going higher themselves. She will rigidly maintain the existing interval 
and the existing connection; in order to maintain them, she must reach a 
higher consecration. Then will be fulfilled the word of the prophet Isaiah : 


“ For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood 


brass, and for stones iron.” | 


The gospel is represented as something swift-moving and powerful. It 1s 
compared to fire, to a runner, and the wings of an angel flying in the free 
heaven are given to it. But what has it been in India? Like an eagle 
shorn of its wings, a smothered flame, a sword all hacked and rusty. To 


account for this modern paralysis of our glorious gospel, we have had re- 
course to the strength of human depravity on the one hand, and on the other 

the sovereignty of Him we serve. But the glory of the gospel is in this_ 
very thing, that it is omnipotent in the face of human depravity, and of the 


allied forces marshalled under Satan; that it 1s omnipotent with respect to 


the very maturity and perfection of sin. As respects the divine sovereignty, 


I acknowledge that it becomes us blind mortals, led in a path we know not, 
ereatly to reverence this attribute of God. But. until we have made full 
proof of the measures indicated in the gospel, until we have done the things 
commanded us, we cannot conscientiously account for the apparent decrepi- 
tude of the gospel by referring it to a decree of God. © There are decrees of 
God which relate to our present conduct; and there is good reason to be- 
heve that by obeying these we shall fulfil the conditions upon which success 
is depending. Ido not suppose that by conforming to apostolic simplicity 
all the sacrifices mentioned, and without the descent of the Spirit, things 
would go on as they have heretofore done. But the great argument is this, 
that we would thereby honor the Word, and Him that gave it, and secure a 
larger measure of the approbation of our Master than we now enjoy; and 
would consequently be justified in expecting the answer to our prayers for 
an outpouring of the Spirit. Our Saviour, though the Lord of all grace, is 
an absolute Master. In all his dispensations from the foundation of the world 
to this present time, we clearly discern this controllmg principle, namely, a 
withholding of the blessing until the appointed conditions be fulfilled. 


and self-renunciation, we shall necessarily convert souls. We might make 


Though we believe not, he abideth faithful. If we dishonor his word, he — 


will honor it. With all his boundiess compassion to a dying world, he does 


not hesitate to stretch a heaven of brass over the whole circumference of a 


disobedient Christendom, until his servants arise and loose the Bible from 
He leaves the heathen under the unbroken sway of the 


in the church and reutter the long-lost words: ‘Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” If then it appears that the stand- 
ard of self-denial in the pr:mitive church is in any sense a standard given to 
us, we may well believe that the decree concerning the salvation of the 
heathen is a decree postponed to that which requires our conformity to that 
standard; and that this our conformity will be the signal for the outpouring 
of those treasures which have been hitherto detained so unwillingly upon 
the throne of grace. The exceeding great and precious promises that stand 
out upon the front of God’s word, how long have they refused to yield virtue 
to our touch! They have seemed to say tous: ‘ Jesus we know, and Paul 
we know, but who are ye?” Our garb and lineaments are strange to them ; 
in vain we protest that Christ is in our hearts; “we know you not,” they 
say, and add: “ He that saith he abideth in him, cught himself also to walk 


oo 


* 


~ 
- 
4 


~ 


= 

ae 


~ 


‘hy | 
i? 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Hi 
| 
| 
{ 
PL: 
are) 
> 
| 
4] 
hy 
mit 
| 
| 
| 
} A 
| 
| 
; 
‘ 
i 
i 
4 
¢ 
at 
| 


a 
| 
| 


186 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


even as he walked.” To show that Christ is in us, we must put on Christ, as 
one puts on armor; we must be found in him; we must bear about in our 
bodies the dying of the Lord Jesus; we must be conformed to him in his ter- 
restrial and mortal image, that we may hereafter wear his celestial and in- 


-corruptible likeness.. As there was a two-fold transfiguration of Christ one 


downward, from glory to deepest abasement, and the other to glory again; 
so there is to be a two-fold transfiguration on our part, first, through the 
deposition of the world’s paraphernalia, and afterwards by our glorification 
in the likeness of the heavenly Christ. If we suffer with him, we shall also 


‘reign with him. Therefore did Paul so passionately desire to experience the 
fellowship of his sufferings, to fill up that which was behind of his afflictions, | 


and be made conformable to his death. ‘“ Let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus; who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God; but made himself of no reputation, and took upon 


him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men, and became 


obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 

Let this mind be in us. | = | 

This objection may be made. Weare ina hostile climate, and a due regard 
to the preservation of health demands the observance of the habits we have 
adopted. But this objection fails, if there is any force in what has been 
urged. The adoption of the primitive standard has been urged on the 
ground that it has been authoritatively enjoined, that the command — “ Go 
preach the Gospel,” cannot possibly be fulfilled without it, that it is essential! 


to the triumphs of the Gospel. We are under obligations to preserve our 


health as we are to love father and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters; but in Luke, xiv. 26, Christ has subordinated these 
obligations to a higher. Our great end is to be the glory of Christ; where 
the preservation of life and health may be a means to that end, we are to 
preserve them; when the sacrifice of them may be a means, we are to 
sacrifice them. “Christ is to be magnified in our bodies, whether it be by 
life or death.” Christ and his glorious characteristics must be manifested ; 
this is necessary, and nothing else is.. i | : 

Beloved brethren, as we are to stand before the great God and our 
Saviour in the day of account, let us remember the words of Christ: “ The 
servant is not greater than his Lord.” It is to be feared we have made 


ourselves greater than our Lord. The servant who labors less than his | 


master, consults ease, comfort, luxury, more than his master does, moves in 


a social sphere higher than that in which his master generally is found, 


refuses to be partaker of his master’s penury, ignominy, and danger, such a 
servant makes himself greater than his Lord, such a disciple makes himself’ 
greater than his Master. The relations are thereby severed, and every one 
would be ready to exclaim at a glance, that the master is the servant, and 
the servant the master. Is it not enough that the world disdains Christ, 
desires his abasement and humiliation, and would be content to have him for. 
its galley slave? is it not enough that the world has a hand to smite him 
with ? a rod to scourge him with? a mouth to mock him with? has thorns 
for his head, nails for his hands and feet, and a spear for his side ? but must 
we too lord it over him? must we sit, when he stands, ride, when he walks, 
live in fine mansions, when he has no place to lay his head, and fare sump- 
tuously, when he hungers and thirsts? OQ! shall we not, my brethren, in 
the midst of this apostate, Christ-despising world, manifest a generous and 


true-hearted devotion to our Master? Shall we not take up the language of 


John, “ He must increase, but I must decrease.” “If any man serve me,” 
said Christ, “let him follow me; he that hateth his life in this world, shall 
keep it unto life eternal ; except a corn of wheat fall into the eround and 
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die, it abideth alone: but if, it die, it bidagvth forth much fruit.” Here is a 
precious promise of much fruit; but it is “at the other side of a certain death 


to be accomplished, the death of self, of honor, of distinction, of ease. Let. 


us die this death; let us be crucified unto the world, and the world unto us. 


A master commits no injustice when he says to the servant who is come from 


the field, make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me ; 
and surely Christ makes no unjust requisition when he says, ‘“ the disciple 
shall be as his master.” _ 

Other arguments which will present themselves to your mind, I forbear to 
dwell upon. One, respecting the influence our manner of life will have in 


determining the tone of piety and consecration in ‘the native Church of India, — 


seems to me of incalculable weight. 
‘My dear brethren and fellow-servants, are the views I have stated errone- 


ous? Are they without a proper warrant in Scripture? And, am I> 
chargeable. with rashness or arrogance in thus making them known to you ? 


I hope I may not incur this censure. I have cone warily and reluctantly 


about this business, chastised to it, as it seems to me, by the Spinit of God. 


May that Spirit guide us into the truth, and make us mighty in the Scrip- — 


tures, those Scriptures which were given that the man ‘of God might be 

perfect, thoroughly furnished unto every good work. And whatever opinion 

you may form of the views I have expressed, believe that my earnest desire 

and unceasing prayer shall be for your most intimate union to Christ, and 

your much fruitfulness in Him. G. 
Bombay, January 8, 1849. 


LITERARY NOTICES. 


THE PAULINE Question or on the Life, Labors and Writings of 
the Apostle Paul. By D. W. Phillips. Vol. Il. Boston: Heath & Gray es, 
N. E. 8. 8. Union, No. 79 Cornhill. 


The character of this book is sufficiently indicated by its title. The first chap- 


ter relates to the doctrines of the Apostle as developed in his writings ; and the | 


second, to his life and labors as contained in the Acts of the Apostles. Copious 
notes are found in the latter part of the book, to aid the student in those ques- 
tions which are not immediately answered by the sacred text. We think it well 
adapted for Bible class instruction. 


Toe Porputar Epucator. New York: Moatgoioery, 17: Spruce 


Street. Lowell: Frederick Parker. 
We take pleasure i in calling attention to this new w periodical, the first number of 


which lies on our table. Its design is thus set forth, in an introduction to the | 


reader, 


Tt is our intention to make this periodical the of conveying a large 
amount of information, on all subjects. coming within the limits of an ordinary 
education. It is a well known fact that the acquisition of knowledge must be in 
every case the work of the pupil himself. In schools and colleges, the teacher 
and professor do little more than explain, direct, and stimulate. Whatever the 


teacher can do with the living voice we can do with the pen. Much, however, as . 


may be done by us, more must be done by the reader himself.” 


We have only room to add, that the present number contains a portrait of 
Washington, and appropriate articles in the following departments: Language, 
Natural History, Mathematics, Physical Science, Industrial Science, Fine Arts, 


Anthropology, History, Philosophy, Political Science and Civilization. Each | 


article is well illustrated and bears evidence of having been prepared by a skilful 
hand. It contains 44 pages. 
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-gottie Miss R—Armsby Rev L—Andrews W—Aspinwall Rev NW—Alston Mrs E P—Adams Sam- 


uel—Arner Mary A—Albright G W—Anderson Mrs F M—Alexander Mrs C P—Al'en Phebe—An- 
drews Dr J—each $1 to Jan 1854—Atkins Chloe M—Allen Msry—Archer Miss M—ench $1 to 
July °53—Anthony Rev E $1 to July 54—Akin Rev cts, to Jan ’53—Atwood J to 


Jan °54—Arimsby Rev L—§$l. 


Barber Mrs L N—Baker Thos—Betts Ann B—Burke’ Mrs J—Brooks Isabel—Brownell L—_ 


Barlow. Lydia—Barstow Mrs M—Brown Wm S—RBancroft Mrs D—Brigham E—Rruce F H— © 
Brown Deborah G—Blethen N W—B8acon John—Sadger Mrs S L—Bacon Miss V—BRrowne Mar- 
aret P—Sruce Martha—Black C—Burges Mary—Biddle Mrs A—Bigelow Caroline C—Bennett 
Mis W J—each $1—Billsland Jane $3—Barnes J W F $11 all to Jan °54—Booker James W—Bay- 
ley John—Blackwell Rev J—each $1—Brown Mrs $2, all to Jan ’53—Barstow G W—Brigus 
Mrs M—each $l—Benton Rev S 67 cts. all to July °53—Buidine Mary $1 to Ju'y ’54—Budd J W— 


Cosby R—Clark Geo W—obb Helen—Cox Dr H J—Caldwell Mrs L—Chapin L—Carstarphen 
W H—vole Sophia—Chase Anna—Curran Rev J—Cushman Mrs C A—Cornelius A G—Curtis 
Lois—Creed Sarah—Champlin Betsey—Coggesha'l Rev S W—Caldwell J G—Christian W C— 
Corr O W—Carhirt Miss R M—Clevenger J—Cady Emily—Cushing Rev C W—Cuseak Mts W 
L—each $1—Cline Esther—$1!.50—all to Jan ?54—Childers Mrs E $1—Crump Rev W N $3—all 
to Jan 53—Caudee Isaac—Clark Charles—each $1 to July °53—Cox A G—Carter L H—each $1 
—Uox Rev 8S H $3—all to July ’51—Casto Jabez S $7 to July °62—Clark Mrs M J $20. 


Doran Mrs—Dresser A L—Dunn Mrs J C—Divine Jane E—Dodge Eliza—Dill Mrs J—Dowie 
Lucy—Dixon Ellen—Dobson Maria S—Dixon Mrs E—Daubner J—Donaldson & Cauright—Dowd 
Sabra—Dunecan Rev W A—DeLand Mis S W—Dickenson Mary C—Dauce Eliza W—Dugyver Miss 
V A—Durfee B M—Davis John S—each $!—undrus Olivia S2—all to Jan ’54—Dunn Frances 
$l—Dadman Rev J W 67 c's—all to Jan °53—Davis Abby $1 to July ’53—Deems Rev C F— 
Dewhurst Miss E—each $1—all to July ’564—Dexter David $5. 


Elbridge Mary—Emmons Miry—Fggleston I, A—Emory Sarah—Emerson Miss N—each $1—all 
to Jum ’54—LEmery Sarah A $1 to July 63—Eaton Aaron $3 to July °52. 

Furnald Sophia—freeman W A—Funnell Jesse—Ferris Mary—Ferguson Sarah—Finleyson 
Mr3 B—ellows Rev Geo—Farrand ‘Wm—Fross Rev M—Finch Rev A—French Miss H M— 
Files J P—Franktin R—Cleming Mary C—Ffreeman Olive—Friend Mrs P—Floyde Eunice—Full- 
er $i—all to Jan ’54—Fowler John $1.18 to March ’53—Flaglor V $7—Farrington Miss 
S $2. 

Gay Chaitles—Gilbert Samuel—Glenn Alice—Green Mrs—Gilbert E—Geer Mrs P—Gilson 
Amasa—Gil'man J E—Gleason Samuel—Griswold Miss’ M—Green Wm—Goodwin Eleanor—Gif- 
ford D—Gilford J tl—Gates Miss L—Gibson Miss H P—eaeh $1—Giussner Mrs H $2—all to Jan. 
*54—Gregory D 1. $3 to Jan ’33—Gohcen Anna $1 to July °53—Grant Lois $l on account. 


Hunt J W—Hoyt Mary E—Wazelton John—Hale Seth—Hart Mrs—Hill Mrs J—Hiller Elen B | 


—Harker Simon—Hall C H—tlamlin G W—HUigsins Sarah—artwell Rev J—Hollingshead A 


Hotchkiss W S—Holden H—Hardy R C—Harrison Mrs L—Holmes Mrs Nathan—Hicks Mis M— 
Higcins M T—Hyde Amasa—Hudson Mrs H C—each $l—Harrison Mrs R H 67 cts—Hart J H— 
Hamline Rev L L—each $2—Haldenby W $5—all to Jan °54—Heard J A $1—Hoar Dorcas $2 all 


to July ’53—Haines Phebe J $2 to July °54, 


Johnson Robert—Jones Mis E G—lones David D—James Mary—Johnson Chester—Jennings 
Mrs E—JSudson Miss H—Jorden Edward—Jordan !1S—Judson Mrs A—Jameson Ellen—Jones A 
L—vach $1—Johnstone J A $2—all to Jan °53—Johnson ‘I’ M $4 to July 


Kilbourn H—King Marv—Kearney Mary D—Kennedy Mrs H—King Miss E—Kelm. Mias P 7 
—Kincheloe Miss 83 A—King Maynard—Kerr James —ench $1—Kendall Rev W C &5—allto Jan 
*54—Kimball O $1 to July ’68—hittredge Mrs B $1 to July °54—Kendall Sarah $2 10 Jan °65. 

Lindsay John—Lane§S G—Lungley © H—Legg Mrs E G—Littlejonn Wm—Lee Mrs L—lLarri- 
gan R—Lynide Mary—-Lombard R F—each $1—all to Jan °54—Luce Ariel 50 cts to Jan ’53— 
Lewis LS 39 cts to July 754. | | 

Moulton Mercy—Morton W R—MeDaniels Lucinda— Morgan Daniel—Marshall L—Miller S C 
Meeker R—Marshall Mizs C—Mungel Miss |} G—Mincr Betsey E—Moore Miss M E—McGill A 
A— Miller Wm—Munson H €—Morse B R—Musprat A D—Murphy Rev F—Maddison Kev J— 
McRobbins W—Moiris E S—Medicy Mrs M—Maddison W C—Morse B C—Moore J Jr—each $l 
—all to Jan °64—Mangum A W to July °53—Miller M 50 cts to Jan ’33—McCracken Mis 3 
A $2 to July °564—MeNeill J $3—MeMurray $15. 


Newhall Harrison—Newton J B—each $1—to Jan °54—Newcomb W T $] 159. 
son Rev li $3 to Jan $ o2—Nuel 


Osborn Sarah $1 tu Jan 


AXUMAINDER NEXT MONTH. 


See THAT THE Money you senp vs 18 DULY ACKNOWLEDGED. 
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